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The Great

War—1382d Day

summary, “that the Germans, deter- |
mined to concentrate every available
unit on one enormous offensive, are |
draining their country dry to force a
decision before it is too late, while |

The Official Statements Ship Building |Repington Mischief Maker

LONDON, May 12.—Field Marshal Haig's communiqués from Brifiah\:

the Entente are so confident that headquarters in France to-day were as follows:

having been given the choice of a
small immediate American army for |
defence, or waiting till they are rein- |
torced hy a complete, powerful, self-
supporting American army, they
have chosen the latter.”

Make Germans Pay Price |

“To the sledge-hammer nse of |
masses of men by the enemy the:
Allies are opposing the strategy o!'l*
meeting the blow with the smallest |
force capable of standing up to the
szhock, while keepng the =trongest re-
serve possible.

“Troops on the wings are per-
mitted to give pound within limits
whenever the enemy has been made |
to pay a greater price than the
ground is worth, the whele aim be-
ing to reduce the enemy to such a|
state of exhaustion that our re-
rerve, at the right moment, can re-
store the situation.

“In the present operations the,
British army has wthstood many |
times its own weight of enemy |
masses. It has retired slowly, exact- |
ing the fullest price. |

Foeh Holds

French Reserve

“Meanwhile, Foch holds the bulk| Rome Reports Further Gains in North.

of the French in reserve, sending
units only to points hard pressed. |
This strategy has justified itself in
that in three weeks it has seen the |
enemy brought to a standstill with- |
out a single strategic nbjectiveI
being fulfilled, and with losses so|
immense that his reserve is in dan- |
cer of proving inadequate to his
policy. o
“The German commander, seeing |
how nearly he iz delivering himself
to the Allied reserve, has been com-
pelled to accept temporary failure|
and call a halt. ' His position is|
tactically exposed in two dangerous|
salients on water-logged ground. :
“His countrymen are dangerous- |
v dissatisfied at the immense price |
ﬁaid for his failure to terminate
their sufferings. His allies are on|
the verge of quarrelling, and daily |
exhibit their growing dislike and |
distrust of the taskmaster who robs |
them of their lives and food.
Germans Nearing Exhuaustion

““His reserves have nearly reached l
complete exhaustion, Those of the
Franco-British are still in being,
while the American preparations de-
velop. The time draws closer when
defeat is inevitable. Therefore he
must renew the offensive; His prep-
arations proceed feverishly, but it
takes months to properly organize
such an offensive. He must be satis-
fied with what he ean do in weeks.
‘We may, therefore, expect a renewed
furious onslaught before long. The
enemy is so committed to his stra-
tegical plans that we may await his
main blow on the Arras-Amiens
front, while necessity compels him
to try to improve his position in the
Liys sector,

“The Allies may have complete
confidence in the result. For the
enemy the issue is a desperate en-
deavor to avoid defeat; for the Allies
the issue is only that of victory de-
ferred. The coming battle may be a
repetition of Verdun on a large seale,
and, if both sides should be exhaust-
ad, the Allies have vast powers of re-
cuperation, while Germany has
drafted her resources already.”

American Officers !
Pleased by Change
In Plans of Allies

WASHINGTON, May 12—News of
the British statement that the Entente

" is so confident of its ability to hold the
jermans that the American army is
not to be used until it becomes a com-
plete and self supporting force was re-

" veived by army officers here to-night

with frank delight, not only because
of the supreme confidence indicated by
such a decision, but on aceount of the
keen desire of American military men
to tuke the ficld against the enemy as
s dirtinetly American force.

It was evident, however, that officials
of the War Department were puzzled
by the Ottawa dispatch quoting the
British war summary. In the absence
of Seeretary BHaker, who is in the
South on an inspection tour, no one
would talk officially, but the impres-
sion was given that no information
hud renched the department to indicate
an_intention 1o change the announced
E‘o!icr of brigading Americans with the

ritish and French armies so as to
hasten their arrival at the front to aid
in stemming the German assaylt.

It is no secret that President Wilson
and his military advisers consented to
this arrangement only to meet a great
cmergency and to aid in welding the
Allied armies on the Western front
into one effective Torce. To do it they
had to ask the ar iy for a sacrifice,
which under other cireumatances would
not have been considered.

Under the plan of filling up the
British and French gaps with American
reserves, the Americans would be
equi];,pcd and supplied by the armies
to which they were nttached. If that
plan is changed, the Americans now
Koing oversess as fast as ships ean be
provided to earry them will march to
the front as soon as their training be-
hind the .lines is completed gas an
American army, and a new and power-
ful foree to play a part in driving the
Germans back scross their own bor-
ders.

French Capture
~ Important Height
North of Kemmel

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, May 12—An important sec-
‘ tlon of high ground near the Vyver-
besk River, north of Kemmel, has been
captured by the French in & strong at-

. #Rack. Both Hill 44 and Goddezone

':‘_ Jl"rq_;-!hich lie between La Clytie and

' Artillery Violent in Amiens Sector, Paris Reports.

L ment;

Allies Attacked on Two Fronts, Says Berlin.

general headquarters to-day says:

NIGHT.—With the exception of artillery activity on both sides there |
is nothing to report. :

DAY.—In a successful local operation yesterday French troops im-
proved their positions north of Kemmel village and captured over one
hundred prisoners.

A hostile raiding party was repulsed yesterday morning near the Ypres-
Comines Canal. We secured a few prisoners, Several prisoners and ma-
chine guns were captured by us during the night in patrol encounters in
the neighborhood of Meteren. d :

The hostile artillery was active last night and early this morning in
the Ancre sector, south of Albert, on the forward pesitions cast of Loos
and soutn of Voormezeele,

PARIS, May 12-—The War Office to-day issued the following: |

NIGHT.—The artillery activity was quite spirited in the region south

of the Avre, but there was no infantry action, |

On May 10, despite the bad weather, our pursuit airplanes displayed

activity, Two German machines were brought down and eight were

seriously damaged. On May 11 a Germun captive balloon et afire
by our pilota,

On May 10 and 11 our hombing machines dropped 7,000 kilos of pro-
jectiles on railway stations, depots and contonments of the enemy, notably
in the regions of Nogyon, Chauny and Flavy-le-Lartel, At this last men-
tioned place several fires were observed. 4

DAY.—There waz rather violent artillery fighting in the region west
of Mailly-Raineval,

A German attack on our new positions northwest of Orvillers-Sorel
met with complete check, OQur fire inflicted servious losses on the Ger-
mans, who left priscners in our hands,

The artillery fighting was spirvited on the right bank of the Meuse
( Verdun front), in the sector between Caurieres Wood and Chambreites

Was

ROME, Moy 12.—The Wur Office to-day issued the following state-

DAY, —There were patrol actions along the mountain front. One of
our reconnoitring parties stormed an advanced post at Col dell Orso, de- |
siroying its garrizon in the course of hand-to-hand fighting with bayonets |
and bm‘nbs. and capturing a machine gun. War patrols put enemy de-
tachments to flight with losses. War materials were captured in the
Asolone area, Enemy parties were repulsed north of Monte Mantello, in
the Lagarina Valley and to the right of the Brenta Valley,

There were desultory artillery duels in the Arsa and Brenta valleys
and along the Piave River,

Seven hostile airplanes were brought down.

BERLIN (via London), May 12,—The official communication from

DAY.—The fighting nctivity was restricted to loecal engagements.

| the submarine wiy, the entive Reichs-

S %, were st8rmeéd and occupied,

North of Kemmel and on

the southern bank of the Lys the enemy at-

tacked after violent artillery preparation at several points, pressing for-

ward in strong reconnoissances.

North of Kemmel in hand-to-hand fighting we broke down an enemy
attack on our lines, Elsewhere his storming troops collapsed under our fire.

On the western

bank of the Avre viclent fighting developed as & re-

sult of our advance southwest of Mailly, during which we captured forty

prisorners,

Between the Avre and the Oise there were many reconnoitring en-

pagements.

In aerial fighting during the last two days nineteen enemy airplanes

were shot down, twelve of them
echelon formerly led by Bar®n von

being brought down by the fighting

Richthofen,

Vienna Claims Recapture of Monte Corno. _
VIENNA (vin London), Moy 12—The Austrian official statement

to-day says:

DAY.—In the Pasubio region Friddy the enemy attacked our protect-
ing troops, as a result of which he succeeded in penetrating our advanced

pogitions on Montet Corno.

The Italians were again thrown out by our

counter attack which began yesterday. .
On other sectors of the mountain front Italian reconnoitring detach-

ments were repulsed.

thereby giving the French posilions
which had been a bone of contention
for many days,

The Germana also received a knock
on the Southern battlefront, whern
they made n drive in an attempt tlo
capture defences on the elevation
south of Mailly-Raineval. Here the
engmy succeeded after hard fighting in
obtaining a footing in the French
front line at one place, but their sue-
cegs wad shortlived, fora prompt coun-
te rassault drove them out, and, be-

sides their dead, they left more than a |

hundred prisoners in the hands of the
defenders,

The battle for Hill 44 was the out-
come of the German nttack on May 8.
When the Germans assaulted the Allies
were  helding the elevation. Bitter
fighting ensued all day olng, and the
GGermans, in the course of time, se-
cured possession of the hill. The Brit-
ish almost immediately organized a
counter attack and forced the enemy
out. .

The next day the Germans again
drove forward. They made such a
heavy asaault that they ug’ainlcapture(l
the hill, which they held until yester-

day. - ==

.-{‘n other infantry saction of impor-
tance hasioccurred an the last twenty-
four hours. Raids and minor opera-
tions have been continued on both
sides, and the artillery has been ex-
ceeding ly busy at many pointa. The
German gunners havee been pound-
ing the back areas hard, and during
the last twenty-four hours great quan-
tities of gas shells have been thrown
by long range guns,

Prisoners recently captured declare
that the German losses in their attack
between Voormezeele and La Clytte on
May 8 were heavy. Especially severe
casunlties were inflicted by the Allied
machine guns, which were worked to
the last minute. One prisoner said he
saw rapid firers shooting into the ad-
vanced German lines at a range of
about four yards. The Allied artillery
and rifle fire also took & heavy toll,

Considerabla dizorganization was
caused behind the German lines be-
cause the gas from their own shells
blew back over their territory and
forced them to don gas masks, For-
tunately for the enemy the gas was
only irritant, not lethal.

An interesting entry has been found
in the diary of a German officer. Writ-
ing at Caix, on the Southern battle-
front, on April 22, he said that an at-
tack which had been planned to take
place previously had been delaved he-
cause 8 German naval division had pil-
laged Albert and created disorfier.

French Recapture
Grivesnes Park
In Fifteen Minutes

FRENCH HEADQUARTERS, May 12
(via Ottawn).—In connection witgl the
recapture of the Grivesnes Park, the
French had retained the southern end
of the park and the Chatean Gri-
vesnes through the battles of April,
bue the Germans established them-

| selves at the northern end of the park

and held the ridge commanding the
two ' valleys with the roads running
along them, which wera their main
meuns of sceesy to the park. The
French eaptured the whole of the
ridge, with 280 prisoners and sixty
machine guns, with the smallest
lgsses, within a quarter of an hour,
before the formidable German artil-
lery and machine gun defences could
come into play. ;

It is unlikely! the Germans will at-
tempt n further push toward Amiens
along the Luce Valley. They have

more to gain by capturing the high
ground of the Villers-Bretonneux-
Esclarn-Villers plateau, and so avoid-
ing the marshes, which form a natural

| barrier before Amiens on the western

|side. Along the line of the Avre 'the
enemy is urganized for defence. His
batteries are extraordinarvily close to
his front line, which consists of a
chain of organized shell eraters, with
only one line of trenches, The encmy
has dug himself in between Montdidier
and Noyon and has already defence
lines,

[Italians Fought

Through Snow to
Take Monte Corno

{ By The Asgocinted Preas)
ITALIAN ARMY HEADQUARTERS,
Saturday, May 11.—After a long pe-

tion last night, capturing the dominat-
ing position of Monte Corno, deatroy-
ing an elaborate system of enemy de-
fences and taking 100 prisoners, two
guns, a number of machine guns and
muech war material,

The action was in the Arsa Valley,
Whieh leads down from the Labarina
| Valley and is the main line of ap-

{proach from Trent to Roverto.

| reach the Venetian plain in the first

| great offonsive. Recently they have

| érected powerful defences. with bat- | e nwhile NGe thats oe

tery positions built in rock and elee-

barbed wire entanglements.

high.

: This increased the difficulties
o

movement of the comparatively

the attack, It was preceded by a short
artillery action.

The infantry advanced by daylight
over Yoeky and precipitous heights,
'}'I‘ho enemy was taken by surprise and
’could malie little effective resistance,
All his defensive works were occupied,
[an Italisn position was established on
{ the crest of the mountain and the sur.
rounding slopes,

. Lhe chief affect of the action is to
dislodge the Austrians from the domi.

1
highway from ths mountains and to
give the Italians the advantage of tha
position, with the command it has over
the heights and approaches. The re-
sult gives preat satisfaction, especinlly
as the victory was won on the very
apot where Dr, Cesare Battisti, a Depu-
ity from Trent who went over to the
| Italians, and others of his herojc band
were captured during the first offen-
#ive. Dr. Battisti was put to death by
the Austrians on the charge of trenson,

“Battalion of Death”
Leader Reacheg U. S.

A PACIFIC PORT, May 12 —Mme.
Leonina Botchkareva,' founder of the
famous Russian Women’s “Battalion of
Death,” arrived here to-day from Rus-
sia, en route to France, where, she
snid, she expected to meet death on
the batllefiield. 1

Mme. Botchkareva said since she left
Moscow disguided in a Rusaian peas-
ant’s garb, she had been followed by

agents of the Bolshevik, who sought
to carry out instructions, which, she
said, had been issued by the Bolshevik,
to kill her on sight.

In a Far Easst port, Mme, Botgh-
knreva said, she was given sanctuary
on an English wan-oftwar,

| vard worke

| 40 peyr cont,

Await New Drives
At Several Points|

riod of inactivity, owing to weather
conditions, Italian troops on the moun- |
tain front exeeuted a brilliant opera-|

It was | the Allied line.
{ here that the Austrians attempted to!

{to make the Germans pay the highest

trieally charged, and with & system of |

There was considerable snow remain- | such ur:mm]rliotr;1 would rest upon the
el M ok i iprice which e
e on Monte Gorno, which is 6,000 feet | illing to pay and on the decision of

small Italian forces which carried on |

{ the judgment of
| #trategist rests the final course,

nating height in the centre of the main |

Here Failure,

|
Says Capellei.E
|

German Admiral Gives the
Reichstag Gloomy View
of U. S. Programme

U-Boat Campaign
Will Be Pushed

Submarine Construction Ex- :
|
i

ceeds Losses, Minister

of Navy Declares

AMSTERDAM, May 11 (1 Delayed).—In
a debate in the Reichsiag to-day on the |
second reading of the naval cstimates,
as reported in a Berlin dispateh, Herr

| PRager, Centrist, snid an behalf of the

Main Committee that even though
there wers differences of opinion Te-
rarding the politieal signifieance of

lag was a3 one concernine its military |
achievements, All held the view that |
the U-hoat eampaign o hould not br-|
glven up or restricted in any way and |
that the construction

of submarines

| should be promoted as far as possible,
| That was the opinion alse, he sald, of
:the highest government officials and |

the army and navy commanders, |

Vice-Admival von Capelle, Minister|
of the Navy, stuted that unrestricted |
Usboat warfure meant a very strong
nayal offensive against the ntente,
He also declared America’s shipbuild-
ing effort had amounted to but little,

Building Exceeds Lpsses |

“The reports for April are rn\'orv|
able," he added. “Naturally, losses ge-
cur, but the main thing is thut the in-
crease  in  submarines exceeds the!
losses. Our naval offensive is slronger
to-day than at the beginning of unre-
stricted submarine warfare, That pives
us un astured prospeet
cess,

“The submarine war is developing
Imove and more into a struggle between
1.—?30;!1. action and new eonstruction of
ahips. Thus far the monthly ligures
of destruelion have continued to be
several times as lurge as those of new
construction. Even the RBritish min-
istry and the entive
that, The ]

of final sue-

atest appeal to British ghip-
rs appears Lo be especially

significant. TFor the present, apparent-
Iy, the appenl doss not appear to have
ad preal success, Aeccording to the

fell from 192000 tons in Murch

from thirty-two to twenty-twao,

means a decline of 80,000 ton

United States Programme a Vailure !

“Americs thus far lips built little
and has fallen (ar below expectations.
Even if an inerense is to b reckoned
with in the future, it will bhe used up
compleir-]}{ by Anericen herself,

"“In addition Lo the sinkings by the
U-boats, there iz = Iarge decline in
CATEO Bpace owing to marine losses and
to ships becoming unservicegbhle. One
of the best known big British ship
owners deelared at a meeting of ship-
ping men that the losses of the British |
merchant fleet through marine acei-
dents, owing to conditions created by
the war, were three times as large ay
in peace,” ‘

e g

Allies Prepared,

Continned from nage 1

—

be difficult and probabiy expensive to
hold.

Une hears the vxperts contend that
the advantage of holding Ypres iy not
commensurale with the possible cozt
of its defence, that its retention is now
sentimental rather than strategionl. snd
that a withdrawal to the prepared de-
fences immediately  behind would
straighten and materinlly strengthen

Bearing in mind the Allied plan to
hold fazt to strategical positions and
price for every foot of their advanee,
t i men eco-
nomlcnli}_', it would be an easy manmu-
vre to withdraw from this salient, but
Germans

would be

teneral Foch, in whom the Allies have
unbounded eonfidence.

Speculation may run apsace, bul upon
this French master

I have found that the feeling among
military men is thut the German loss
of upward of Four hundred thousand
men out of a total of two million men
omployed, developed and grew costlier
hecause of the intense British artillory
fire and the brilliant counter attacks
of the French, Some of the Germans
were used twice in the repeated efforts
to break down the British resistance.

Germans Battered Behind Lines

British press admit |

“Naturalized News,"

Behind Maurice, Says Paper

“The London Observer'' Declares Critiz, Workin.g Through |l

Sought to Sow Dis-

sension Among the Allies

LONDON, May 12,
attention is bring sltracted to the ar-
| ticle in the current issue of “The Ob |
| setver,” in which the letter of Major |
| Ganeral Maurige aceusing the govern.?
| ment of making misstatements ahbout
|l]u: military situation is described as
the most perilous episode of public life
during the war.

“The Obgerver” says
that General Maurice is not the leading
figure in the affair and that the source

Lol the mischief is Colonel Repington,

the military ervitie, working through
“The Morning Post" “and that dubious
sheel, “I'he Naturalized News!'"”

What “The Observer” refers to as
“The Naturalized News” is “The Na-
tional News," n Sunday sheet started |
some time ago by a naturalized alien,
whose antecedents, Lthe TeWspaper says,
“onght to have prevented the Board of
Trade from giving him a license”

“The Observer” deslares ithe whole
aim of the intrigue is to stab in the
back the present ehief of the imperial
staff, Major General Sir Henry Wilaan,
hecauze Colonel Repington has a pri-
vite enmity agdinst him and hec:lusc'
the general has been the chief military
itdyoeate of Aljied unity of command,

Playing the Enemy's Game

The newspaper says this faction is |
playing the enemy's game on both sides |
of the Atlantic by attempting to bring |
thie present wap administration in dig- !
repute, to broed dissension among the
Allies, especially  between Premier.
Lloyd George and Premier Clemencenu; |
to spread suspicion and doubt, to mis- |

[lead America and to insult Italy, An-

other purpose, it says, is to plead !‘nri.
Austrin in a newspaper cdited
natutalized Austrian,

“The Obpserver” demands that the
rovernment ruthlessly put down treach-
ery and assert the constitutional con-
Lru?lnt‘ the army.

The ramificalions of the recent mu-
tiny must be traced,” it adds, “Military
intrigue must e crushed without com-
punetiot, The events ol the last few
days justify the hope and heljef that
]’1:vm|t>1' Lloyd George and Viscount
.'hl}_]nvr' are the men to make an ond to
this mutineus nuigance.”

It continues:

“General Maurice is A
source of far worse mischief is Colonel
Iv‘._up_mgum. working in ill-omened asso- |
ciution both

by &

& cipher, |

: through ‘The Morning
Post’ and that dubious sheet ‘The |
Naturalized News!' Sinea Colonel

Repington entered into this latter con-
nection he has wholly ceased, so far as |

| latest statements, British shipbuilding | 21 trust in his diseretion is ctneerned |

Lo I |
112,000 in April, or, reckoned in ship:*:.1 nor his intentions—

—lor we impugn neither his morals |

to be in a situation |

That | 'equsite for Casar's wife.
& or ahout |

“The cause oi it all has been that!
fundamental want of halance and good |
sense  which has involved hiin in al
thousand snaves of self-contradic

: ) ) tion.
A famous instance was in the con- |
Lroveray upen the national service |

when Lord Roberts and Lord Haldane |
wore as poles asunder, but Colonel |
Repington's versatility achieved the
astonishing feat of supporting them |
both with cqual vigor.

“That is typical. Tt explains why he |
has been able te induce himself to
write both in ‘The Morning Post’
which is u reuctionary but ultra-pa-
triotic organ, and in ‘The Naturalized |
News," which professes to be of ex-
treme demoeratic tendency, which has |

been' edited by a naturalized Austrian | Al

and finnnced by a naturalized Duteh- !

{ man, which has been carried on at a!
| heavy loss for no easily intelligible |
reason, and which has been attacking

the Britizsh government in these am-
biguous civeumstances, such as ara not
tolerated in any other helligerent
country in the world.

“Colonel Répington clamored for
Irish ‘conseription in ‘The Morning
Poet,” which supports that policy, In
‘The Nanturalized News,! which is, of
courde, against it, Colonel Repington
sentimentalizes and hedges,

“All his other writings have bheen!
venial by comparison with the cam-
paign which he began seven months
ago against closed military unity of (he |
Allies, and which openly or covertly !
has been continued ever since. Noth-|
ing in the world could have been mara |
directly dastructive of Allies interests |
or more welcome to the enemy.

“He has been earrying oh nttacks
which give unmixed delight dnd en-
couragement to the enemy, but tend
directly to sow dissension among the
Allies, especially he:.wucn Clemenceau

A great deal of [ and Lloyd Goorge, to weaken the moral |

position of General Foch, fo breed dis- |
trust between our own forees and the |
War Office under Lord Milner -lll"l_li
Chief of Imperinl Staff General Sir|
Henry Wilson, te mislead and distort
opinion in America, where these m‘t[-i
eles are reproduced; to strike at the
foundations of army discipline and!
stable government, tp weaken public
faith and cohesion in the hour of erisis.
We say that no man at this juncture |
ecould have set his hand to worse work,
and what we say we shall proceed to |
prove. |

“Frerything alge, even insult fo Taly, |
Kowtowing 1o Austria, cheerful antiei- |
pation of the Tussian steam roller get- |
Ling to Herlin in two months, waa on'y |

foolish by comparison with the Iate'r;

| unforgivable offences which go to de- |

nress the fighling front, to disorder tho |
home front, to disorganize the Allies |
and ta strike at the very heart of their
commion interests and their cnmmon!
cauge, This stape must be very care-
fully followed. |

“All enol considerations of principle

Land reason in this very large and sor-

ious matter were swept away by 8 |
growing fury of protest for or againsi
persons. Colonel Hepington was fairly |
stung by a gadfiy, Rushing amuek and
abrond he lost ull sense of direetion,
He fought tooth and nail against the
Versailles Council, against every no- |
tion of putting the British army under
French command, Last November he
went so far as to write that as against
Hindenburg and Ludendorff the Allies
never ecould secure unified command. |
Again he wrote, still more culpably, ‘No
powel of the Allies ia preparedd to ac- |
eept a subordinate position in this war, |
Even if the field commanders did so,
their governments would not.! ot

Flatters Premier Clemenceau

“If that were true nothing could sive
the Allies from defeat, and (hey would |
deserva to be defeated, 1t was not |
true, The Versailles Couneil was set!
up and its importance increased,

“The thing now 14 to flatter Clemen-
ceau in order to play him off against
Lioyd George, anil by the same means,
if possible, to sidetrack General Foch,
the coming mun., So we presentily gat
this wonderful puassape of military
sagncily in ‘The Morning Post’:

*‘I hope that the entire conduct of
the war in Franee will be left to Gen- |
eral Petain and Bir Douglas Halg] sub-|
jeet to Clemenceau's supervision.’ |

“Cletnenceay, a civilian, who is
be a sort of politieal generali
now urges gur fanatical stickler for|
military control, Will il be believed |
that Clemenceau, thus impudently ox- |
ploited, held up to admiration by corm- |
parison with Lloyd George, was the
great statesman who chiéfly insisted |
on the extension of the British front |
for which our Premier and War Board |
are stupidly and falsely blamed, while |
Clemenceau nlso was one of the most |
urgent advoeates of the unified com-
mand, sgainst which Colonel Reping-
tan was fighting with feet and
What holehpoteh and
ish foily

|
lu|
|.sinw.|

!
nails ‘|
farrago of child-
and futility it all is! (R

meant as a means of keeping our
eral Fach, and, of course,
was Loo thin to bluff a baby.
“In spite of all the manceuvres and
objurgations tnut Colonel Repington
could contrive in hoth HeWSPAPOTE, S0 |
qaeerly  coupled through him, Sir |
William Robertson went, and no man .
had ever more reason for a prayer to
be saved from his friends. Sir Henry |
Wilson, our unfortunate colonel's very |
héte noir, beeame Chief of the Im-
periel Staff, |
“Lloyd Georee remains Premier and
Lord Milner goes to the War Office to |
introduce by far the ablest régime |
which that institution has known in |
the war, much to the advantage of t
lies and country. The
whole house of cards has collapsed. |
“Is it too much to ask that the Amer- |
ican newspapers shall cease to repro-

G
t

tha

duce as representative of British opin- | southwest of Mount Kemmel, the French show a disposition to contest

ion the hysterical, unworthy, disered- |
itad stufl’ which every stable British
citizen vepudiates? What would Amer- |
ica think of our loyalty' and sense if|
any British newspaper were s}'ﬁtemati—l
cally to reproduce factitious attacks on
President Wilson and his colleagues? |

“The truth is nceurately the opposite |
of what Colonel Repington suggests, A
unified command under General Foch is
achiaved, thanks, above all, to the ef-

forts made by Lloyd George and Milner | battle slept.
‘ab their full pelitical risk, and thanks -

to the example of the generous conces-
sion set by the British overnment, with
the hearty support of the United States.

“The St. Quentin disaster was a
direct resgult of the fatal dualism which |
sophista like Colonel Repington tried to |
preserve. Apart from that the British |
army hag neyver fought more magnifi- |
contly than during the last seven
weeks, nor was it ever in greater |
strength or in better heart.”

two or three points. But the facts
are that the chief German forces are
stil]l on the Somme. The Allies are
in good courage and with entire con-
fidence, ready and waiting for the
storm at every part of the front, fully
realizing that while the loss of Ypres
would nol be irreparable, 8 German
push to Abbevillo would be sericus in
the oxtrome, and they do not intend |
that it snall happen.

If Germany buys a further advance/

as dearly as she did in April, and cer-
tainly she will pay Weher, sinee the
Allies are stronger in their unity of |
comimand, in the amalgamation of fresh
reserves and in multiplied dafences,
she may face such a depletion of hep |
reserves hy autumn that only her 1920 |
class will remain, |

Perhaps this thought caused her to |
pause. The Allies will yield ground |
in the north only at the greatest cost |
to the Germans. They will hold them |

Moreover, the Boche suffered se-
verely among the troops gathered be-

1
hind the lines ready for the attack, | §
through the unprecedented aggressive |

skill of the British airplanes, which
were reinforced by the accurate shoot-
ing of the French and British batteries.

The opinion seems to be zeneral
among the officers with whom 1 have
talked that the Allies have more divi-
sions which have not been engaged
than the Germans have, This state-
ment is somewhat corroborated by the
established fact that the Gormans used
twice ag many divisions a second time
in this offensive as they did at Verdun
or in the Battle of the Somme.

But howover heavy the losses, Ger-
many still has reserves estimated at
650,000 ready to march, in addition to
mare than 100,000 wounded that will
return to service. Then, too, there is
her 1920 class of about 450,000 coming
in the antumn, and there are divisions
in Russia which e¢an be called in an
emergoncy.

Whether the

Boche will swing the
hammer next a

t Ypres through the
Flanders hills, or at Villers-Breton-
neux in an approach to Amiens, or at
Givenchy, the gate to Bethune and
Arras, or push from Montdidier, is a
subject of much speculation behind the
lines, i
Simultaneous Blows Likely

Some of the officers think that sim-
ultaneous blows will be delivered at

attention.
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ter how large.
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Miltary Comment

1

| expectedly within two days into a warfare of movement such as had nod
course, what we have quoted was Mi'! been seen in the West since the Battle of the Marne.

W movement,
| T-0s8itions.

volone}]l'i i clashes,

A

By William L. McPherson

T JARS all our preconceived nations of a great battle—that in the
midst of it operations should die down almost ‘o somnolence, We
in the midst of the greatest battle the world has ever seen. By

| days at a time official bulletins from the critical sectors of the fi
front extending from Flanders down through Artois and Picardy to

| pagne—report little more than insignificant flashes of contact hers
| there, on hardly a larger scale than that of the ordina ry local engag em

| of the old dead-locked positional warfare, g

Except for the two-division attack on the north side of the Lys Vi
salient on May 8 and 9, Hindenburg's offensive remained stagnant all

week. What are the reasons? Concentration of men and materials, 1

ganization of shattered divisions, the marshalling of more reserves?

Undoubtedly a renewal of the German attack is in prepration,
denburg cannot stop where he is—either in Flanders or Picardy—wit]
confessing failure. And a confession of failure would break the morals
the German civilian public and &ven imperil his own status as generalis
already undermined by military intrigues, as dispatches from Holland &

us. Possibly it is Hindenburg’s personal dilemma to-day that he m

either fight the Allies or fight Ludendorff and the Crown Pringe, i
\ Another thing. The great battle, begun on March 21, developed um

1t retained for g
couple of weeks all the dramatic features which characterize warfare
Since then we have been drifting back into the old warfare of
Hindenburg did “break through on the front west of St. Quen
tin, and, to a lesser extent, on the front west of Lille. But now the breac
in the wall have been stopped up, Hindenburg is held down once more s
linding an opening in the barrier in front of him, by plunging thy
which he may revive the spectacular effects of the warfare of movement,
The third smash will be the most difficult of all. It requires Mo
rehearsing and a minuter cobrdination than was achieved in the two pte
vious efforts. It has involved a delay which seems to keep the grreat batt!
hanging uneventfully in the air. .
Yesterday's bulletins, like Saturday's, brought news of only minor
The French improved their positions north of Kemmel Villsg
which lies to the northeast of Mount Kemmel. By pushing down in th
direction, as well as from Locre in the direction of Dranoutre, which e

German hold on Kemmel, the most coveted because the most commas
eminence in the Flanders plains, Posesibly, if Hindenburg doesn't s
tirst the Allies may think it worth while to secure their lines on the north}
side of the Lys Valley salient by enveloping and storming Kemmel itself. |

On the southern side of the Picardy front the French repulsed on
Saturday night an effort of the Germans to recover positions near Orvillers
Sorel, from which they were driven a few days agro. Beyond that the g

| extreme advance in this part of the |

highest altitude reached by an English . re
airplane was recorded a few days ago | Three osher German machines !

back at wvital points until America isy ooy . .
on hand in sufficient power to warrant | A“les Fller3 Lost m Mi‘,

the Allies delivering a full arm blow | X .
with erushing force, '"Two Mlssing After ner

Henece the urgent call to Ameriea, | '‘Plane Is B ught Down
ane Is Bro

because to the side with the last re-
LONDON, May 12.—The officfa)stales

serves will go the vietory in this \\:rar.,
i he G ans L1 | fi : :
Meanwhile the Germ are nu!.i et B saerial Toperiticns m-s
BAYS:

fifteen miles from the line of their
“On Saturday, except for a shnﬂ-ﬂf‘

riod of clearnesa in one sectof

abling reconnoissance and hombing$
whole front was enveloped n M
throughout the day, One hnsl:la .
chine wag brought dowa in )
| ighting. Two of ours sre Miss

West front in 1914, except at Armen-

tiéres, where they are nearer to Calais

than they were in their first effort.
—_—

Briton Flier Up 36,000 Feet
LONDON, March 30 (by mail).—The

in test flights at Farnborough, where | brought down Friday, in ndditmnti h

ane machine reached 38,000 feet.

| eight previoualy reported.”
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